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from her aerial towerings, pop, down to my foot,
like Corporal Trim's hat." I avow a carnal long-
ing, after this transcription, to buffet the Old Hawk
about the ears. There is little question that to
this lady he must have repeated his addresses, and
that he was by her (Miss Chalmers) eventually,
though not at all unkindly, rejected. One more
detail to characterise the period. Six months
after the date of this letter, Burns, back in
Edinburgh, is served with a writ in meditatione
fug&> on behalf of some Edinburgh fair one, prob-
ably of humble rank, who declared an intention of
adding to his family.

About the beginning of December (1787), a
new period opens in the story of the poet's ran-
dom affections. He met at a tea party one Mrs.
Agnes M'Lehose, a married woman of about his
own age, who, with her two children, had been
deserted by an unworthy husband. She had wit,
could use her pen, and had read Werther with
attention. Sociable, and even somewhat frisky,
there was a good, sound, human kernel in the
woman; a warmth of love, strong dogmatic
religious feeling, and a considerable, but not
authoritative, sense of the proprieties. Of what
biographers refer to daintily as "her somewhat
voluptuous style of beauty," judging from the
silhouette in Mr. Scott Douglas's invaluable edition,
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